{soclology}l In recent years, the
jrifluence of race on the imposition of
the death penalty for murder has been
_ much studied and contested in U.5.
courts., fThe flrst table at right gives
data from & 198% papex in the American
Sociological Review on 326 cases in
which- the defendant was coavicted of
murder {for example, in 19 of the 32¢
cases the defendant was white and the
death penalty was lmposed).

fa} Usa the first table to compute the
following probabilitles fox a defendant
randomly chosen from among these 326

peqple "B {death penalty), P(de&th penaley .

given_ whlte), and P{death penalty given

black) .
of imposition of the death penalty was
_Khlgher for whlte defendants than for

fblack onea.

This shows that overall the rate
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(b} But now compute the same thﬁee probabilities usiné the data in the
and repeat on the bottom table

middie table in which the wvictim was white,
If you have worked the probabilities ocut

in which the victim was black.

correctly, when yod are done you will have shown something quite strange:
separately for cases in which the victim was white and in which the victim

was black, the rate of imposition of the death penalty was higher for

black defendants than for white ones, and yet overall the reverse is true

This is an exanmple of aomethxng called Simpson’s Paradox

Explain briefly what happened in this case to make the

paradoxical result occur.




